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REMEMBER TIME CHANGE FOR MEETINGS
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

All EGS monthly meetings now begin at 2:00 pm, instead of 6:30 pm!

Monday, May 18, 2026 Meeting
2:00 pm

Route 606 = The Firsc 100 Years

The Edmond Genealogical Society’s May 18 program will be presented by Jim Ross and
Shellee Graham as they get on board the time machine and help us experience the building
of the Route 66 legend through its birth, life, demise, renaissance, and beyond in this
captivating exploration of its first century.

Route 66 historian Jim Ross has spent 35 years researching, photographing and writing about
the Mother Road. He has authored multiple books, including Route 66 Crossings and Route
66 Sightings, and is coauthor (with wife Shellee Graham) of Route 66: The First 100 Years.
He serves regularly as a consultant, and his efforts as a preservationist have earned him
multiple awards.

Photographer, artist, and Route 66 ambassador Shellee Graham discovered the route in 1990
while living in St. Louis. Since then, she has authored or coauthored 5 books, including Tales
from the Coral Court and Secret Route 66. Her photographs of the Mother Road have
appeared in national and international shows, and she is the recipient of multiple awards for
her photography and he work to preserve the route.

Jim and Shellee’s new book, Route 66—The First 100 Years, released in May 2025, was

named to the National Trust’s “Summer Reading List” and later listed as one of the year’s 10

best travel books by Smithsonian magazine! Jim and Shellee live on the route in Arcadia,

Oklahoma, with their dog, Scout. Their book will be available for sale at the meeting.
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EDMOND GENEALOGICAL

15700 N. Pennsylvania

EDMOND
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY MEETING
LOCATION

EGS monthly meetings
are held at the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, 15700
N. Pennsylvania, unless
otherwise announced.

Entrance is at BOTH the
east and south doors for
all attendees. The
SOUTH door is handi-
capped accessible, much
easier for those of us who
have difficulty with stairs.

EGS meets on the
third Monday
afternoon of each month,
except December.
Meetings begin at
2:00 pm and last
approximately one hour.

I DONATIONS WELCOME!

In order to continue giving a small honorarium to speakers at our meetings, as well as to pay for our website, refreshments,
and supplies for our Genealogical Library, we will now have a “Donations” jar at the refreshment table at each meeting.
Donations are strictly optional! And, Annual Dues, which have not been increased in over ten years, will be increased to

$25 per person ($35 per couple) beginning in September.
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Genealogy Tip of the Month

LEARNING TERMINOLOGY TO HELP TRACK ANCESTORS’ LAND CLAIMS
Credit: Dee Gibson-Roles

There are numerous land terms found in older deeds that may confuse the researcher as to their meaning.
Here is a simplified list that may help you.

Hundred: rather than a land measurement, such as “acre,” the term “hundred” refers to an area of land or no specific
measurement. It was a medieval term and was described as the area of land needed to support 100 “hides,” (also spelled
“hydes,”) which was the area needed to support one family. The term was carried over and used in the very earliest settle-
ments in Maryland, Delaware and Virginia.

Seized of: synonymous with “own.” A person “seized of” a parcel of lan was the owner of the land and had legal right to
sell said land.

Sheriff’s Deed: refers to a parcel of land which was sold by the sheriff (by order of the court) to satisfy a debt or unpaid
taxes owed by the owner.

Quitclaim Deed: the owner of the land relinquishes his own rights to the land, but does not guarantee a clear title to the
land. Not to be confused with “quitrent” which was a fee paid in lieu of services or goods such as a portion of a crop.

Strawman’s Deed: the land was sold to a “middle man” who then promptly sold it back to the original owner, often
within 24 hours. This was sometimes done to change the type of ownership of the land and to circumvent such laws as
those which stated that a person could not sell land to himself.

Lease and Release Deed: the land is leased to the potential buyer for a specified amount by the seller, who then releases
the seller from the legal obligation. Often seen in very early deeds, particularly in Virginia and South Carolina.

For Natural Love and Affection: implies the love between a parent and child or relative. Use of this term is generally

accepted by researchers as proof of the relationship between a parent and child.

Containing (x) acres, more or less: at the end of the land description. Acknowledged the fact that there was the possi-

bility for error even in the most accurate deeds.

These land terms are more fully explained in a handout we have available at the Edmond Genealogical
Library located inside the Edmond History Museum. Currently, volunteers are available there every
Wednesday and Thursday from 1:00 to 4:00. Come visit us and see what else we have for you!

Our Edmond Genealogical Library received the following letter from a man in Westminster, Maryland
who had contacted us through the Edmond History Museum, trying to find information on his ancestors:

(d Uhe o take this gpportunity to thank Joyee ?e/mé// fo/c all her work iy /"&?@d/‘dé/}(// ny
fﬁeat Unelo Hiam Zowa/y, ke /}(fa she sent me answered some guestions /[ was lrying Uo f/)ﬂ/,
Luelosed is a check foﬁ $20.00 as a donation to cover postage, ele.

7 hanks agar,
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS and EVENTS

May 20 OHCE Genealogy Group “Genealogy and Artificial Intelligence,” presented by Andrew Redfern.
10:00 am Held at OSU Extension, 2500 NE 63 St., OKC For more info go to ohcegenealogy.com
May 23 Oklahoma Historical Society “The Longest Stretch: Route 66 in Oklahoma,” Exhibit opens.

Held at Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC For more information go to okhistory.org
June 1 Oklahoma Genealogical Society “So You Want to Join a Lineage Society.” Presented by Cynthia Patton.
6:00 — Held at the Musser Learning Center at Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC
7:30 pm For more info go to okgensoc.org
June 10 Oklahoma Historical Society “How to Use the Gateway to Research Your Historic Property,” WEBINAR
12:00 - ONLY, presented by Chad Williams. For more information and to register go to okhistory.org
1:30 pm

RECURRING MEETINGS

Logan County Genealogical Society meets the 3rd Saturday at 1:00 pm at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum in Guthrie. For more

information visit: www.sites.rootsweb.com/~oklegs/ or contact Nelda Brown at LCGS1419@gmail.com

The Central Oklahoma Chapter of AHSGR — American Historical Society of Germans from Russia has meetings on the 3rd
Sat. of each month. Visit www.ahsgr.org/?CentralOklahoma for more information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

WE NEED YOU! Have some fun in your spare time
and volunteer at the Edmond Genealogical Library!
It is so easy! Just volunteer for three hours, one day a
week. Often it is very quiet and is the perfect time to
work on your own genealogy! Remember that the
library has free access to Ancestry.com, Fold3 and

Newspapers.com!

ON OUR TEAM

Contact Sara Memmoftt at simemmott@gmail.com

for information

HAVE YOU ADDED YOUR FAMILY NAMES T0 THE SURNAME PROJECT?

This project will help you and fellow members who may be researching the same family lines or have a research di-
lemma. This is your opportunity to pay it forward to everyone in our great genealogical society!

If you haven’t already done so, (or if you would like to add more of your family surnames), please fill out a sheet listing
the family surnames you are researching and their locations, dates and other pertinent information. Such as: “Jenkins in
Asheville, North Carolina in the 1800°s.” VOLUNTEERS ARE INDEXING THIS INFORMATION AND IT WILL
SOON BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE!!

A BLANK FORM IS INCLUDED AS THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.

Use as many sheets as you need. Please return them to any board member at our meetings, or mail to:

EGS, ¢/0 Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013
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Genealogical Library at
Edmond History Museum

EGS BOARD MEMBERS 2025-2026
Standing, left to right: Joyce Gendill,
Karen Blagg, Jay Cress, Sara Memmott,
Jan Beattie

Seated, left to right: Iris May, Edie May
Parmeter, Libby Holshouser
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GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Officers 2025-2026

Jan Beattie: President

Iris May: 1st Vice President/Pro-
grams and Publicity Chairman

Karen Blagg: Treasurer

Sara Memmott: Past President,
Museum Liaison/ Genealogical
Library and Research Center
Chairman and Recording/ Corre-
sponding Secretary

Libby Holshouser: Hospitality
Chairman

Edie May Parmeter: Surnames
Project Chairman and Member-
ship Committee

Jay Cress: Webmaster

\Joyce Gendill: Newsletter /

In case you missed our April meeting

PIRATES! OH, MY!
Corsairs of the Barbary Coast & The New Republic

Presented via Zoom by Marion Baumgarten

Ms. Baumgarten began research into pirates when she discovered that her
ancestor, Thomas Owsley (born 1658) was captured by Algerian pirates
in 1679, on a voyage either to or from Virginia. His ransom of one pound,
eleven shillings was paid by the church parish, because his parents could
not afford it. He went on to later serve in the Virginia House of Burgesses
and the Virginia Militia.

The coast of north Africa is called “The Barbary Coast,” and this is where
Algerian pirates (Corsairs) came from. They raided European ships and

coastlines for centuries, beginning around 711 A.D. until the early
1800’s.

As early as 1661 there are records of the American colonies complaining
of pirates, who not only took captives for ransom, but often used them as
slaves. In fact, the famous author Miguel de Cervantes, who wrote “Don
Quixote” was held as a captive for five years by Algerian pirates.

In 1794 the fledgling United States Congress authorized six frigates to be
built to protect shipping. This is now accredited to be the beginning of
the U.S. Navy. The “First Barbary War,” 1801-1805 reduced the ransom
per person to a maximum of $60,000. The “Second Barbary War” lasted
only five days (during the War of 1812) and ended the ransom system.

Even in our modern times, there are still numerous references to that age
of piracy. The Marine Corps Hymn: “To the shores of Tripoli,”
commemorates the First Barbary War.

The Pirates of Penzance (Gilbert & Sullivan operetta) draws inspiration
from Corsair mythology.

The Lincoln Corsair automobile references the historical sea raiders.




THE FOLLOWING IS THE SURNAME PROJECT FORM

(See info on Page 2 of this newsletter). Please fill out the form and return it to any board member at our
meetings, or mail to: EGS, ¢/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73034

Edmond Genealogical Society
SURNAME PROJECT

Date:

Name of Researcher:

Email Address: Phone # (optional)

Name(s) you are researching | Location(s) (e.g. country, Comments (e.g. dates)
(last name first) state, county, city)

Return to any EGS Board Member | or mail to: EGS 431 S. Boulevard
¢/o Edmond History Museum Edmond, OK 73034




