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EDMOND  

GENEALOGICAL 

SOCIETY MEETING 

LOCATION 

EGS monthly meetings 

are held at the  

Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints, 15700 

N. Pennsylvania, unless 

otherwise announced. 

Entrance is at BOTH the 

east and south doors for 

all attendees.  The 

SOUTH door is handi-

capped accessible, much 

easier for those of us who 

have difficulty with stairs. 

EGS meets on the  

third Monday  

afternoon of each month, 

except December.   

Meetings begin at  

2:00 pm and last  

approximately one hour. 

 

REMEMBER TIME CHANGE FOR MEETINGS 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

All EGS monthly meetings now begin at 2:00 pm, instead of 6:30 pm!  

 

Monday, June 15, 2026 Meeting 

2:00 pm 

THE OKIE MUSEUM CRAWLER 
  Want to visit a few museums in Oklahoma, but don’t have the time?   

The Edmond Genealogical Society has just the solution. 

Join us on Monday, June 15, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. to hear  

Jonathan Elmore, the Okie Museum Crawler, talk about  

the process of how he came to start the Okie Museum  

Crawler, and what he’s achieved so far. He’ll touch on  

how his museum visits interconnect us very similarly  

to a family tree, a kind of Okie Family Tree. 

 Mr. Elmore is a self-described ambassador of Oklahoma. He loves living here and 

wants visitors to find all the great museums, historical sites, and interesting oddities 

that Oklahoma has to offer. As he travels to the more than 450 museums in 

Oklahoma, he writes short articles and shares photos on his website, so everyone can 

see what’s out there to explore in our great state. 

 

 

        

  

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS WELCOME! 

In order to continue giving a small honorarium to speakers at our meetings, as well as to pay for our website, refreshments, 

and supplies for our Genealogical Library, we will now have a “Donations” jar at the refreshment table at each meeting. 

Donations are strictly optional! And, Annual Dues, which have not been increased in over ten years, will be increased to  

$25 per person ($35 per couple) beginning in September.   
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U.S. NON-POPULATION SCHEDULES 

Credit: Ancestry.com 

While it is great to learn what your ancestor’s occupation was from a census or some other record, just know-

ing he was a farmer only skims the surface.  Wouldn’t it be interesting to learn what he grew? What kind of 

livestock he kept? How many pigs or cows? What the farm was worth in comparison to others in the area? And 

better yet, wouldn’t it be great to see his progress a decade later? 

These are just some of the things you can learn from census non-population schedules.  If your ancestor lived 

in Alabama, California, Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 

Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, 

Texas, Virginia or Washington, you’re in luck!  You’ll find non-population schedules for these states on  

Ancestry.com. 

Schedules include Agriculture, Industry, Manufacturing, and Social Statistics.  Information included varies 

from year to year, but you’re sure to find fascinating details about any ancestors you locate. 

And if you don’t subscribe to Ancestry.com, come into the Genealogical Library located inside the Edmond 

History Museum.  We have free access to Ancestry.com, Fold 3 and Newspapers.com.  Currently, the Library is 

open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00, and every other Friday afternoon. 

Genealogy Tip of the Month  

GET  YOUR  KICKS  ON  ROUTE 66 

To commemorate the 100th year of Route 66, come to the Genealogical Library located inside the Edmond History Mu-

seum to see the many books we have about Route 66.  Some of these books are signed by the authors, and many cannot be 

found elsewhere!  Here are just a few of the books to be found on our shelves: 

Oklahoma Route 66, “The Cruiser’s Companion” 

by Jim Ross 

Route 66 – Photographic Essay  

by Quinta Scott & Croce Kelly 

Route 66 Adventure Handbook by Drew Knowles Route 66:  The Mother Road by Michael Wallis 

The Route 66 Traveler’s Guide & Roadside Companion  

by Tom Snyder, Founder of Route 66 Association. 

Get off the Interstate & Enjoy Oklahoma’s Route 66!  

by Tammra Radford & Bill Calkin 

A Guide Book to Highway 66 by Jack D. Rittenhouse --- 

this is a facsimile of the 1946 First Edition. 

Eternal Route 66 – Get More Than Kicks  

by Chuck Williams, with biblical references 

 

 
 

 

Photos from the award-winning book,  “Route 66: The First 100 Years” by Jim Ross & Shellee Graham 



 

 

 

 

June 17 

10:00 am 

OHCE Genealogy Group  “Finding Civil Registrations in England and Wales”  

Held at OSU Extension, 2500 NE 63rd St., OKC   For more info go to Facebook: OHCE Genealogy Group 

June 18 

6:00 pm - 

8:00 pm 

Oklahoma Historical Society “Oklahoma, Freedmen, and the Promise of a New Day,” Juneteenth panel 

discussion.  Held at Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC   For more information go to 

okhistory.org   

July 6 

6:00 pm–  

7:30 pm  

Oklahoma Genealogical Society ”Cherokee Genealogy,” presented by Ashley Vann.   

Held at the Musser Learning Center at Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC    

For more info go to okgensoc.org 

 

HAVE YOU ADDED YOUR FAMILY NAMES TO THE SURNAME PROJECT? 

This project will help you and fellow members who may be researching the same family lines or have a research di-

lemma.  This is your opportunity to pay it forward to everyone in our great genealogical society! 

If you haven’t already done so, (or if you would like to add more of your family surnames), please fill out a sheet listing 

the family surnames you are researching and their locations, dates and other pertinent information. Such as: “Jenkins in 

Asheville, North Carolina in the 1800’s.”  VOLUNTEERS ARE INDEXING THIS INFORMATION AND IT WILL 

SOON BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE!!  

A BLANK FORM IS INCLUDED AS THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.   

Use as many sheets as you need.  Please return them to any board member at our meetings, or mail to: 

EGS, c/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013 

RECURRING MEETINGS 

Logan County Genealogical Society meets the 3rd Saturday at 1:00 pm at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum in Guthrie. For more 

information visit: www.sites.rootsweb.com/~oklcgs/ or contact Nelda Brown at LCGS1419@gmail.com 

The Central Oklahoma Chapter of AHSGR – American Historical Society of Germans from Russia has meetings on the 3rd 

Sat. of each month. Visit www.ahsgr.org/?CentralOklahoma for more information. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS and EVENTS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

WE NEED YOU!  Have some fun in your spare time  

and volunteer at the Edmond Genealogical Library!  

It is so easy! Just volunteer for three hours, one day a 

week. Often it is very quiet and is the perfect time to 

work on your own genealogy! Remember that the  

library has free access to Ancestry.com, Fold3 and 

Newspapers.com!  

Contact Sara Memmott at simemmott@gmail.com 

 for information 
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Genealogical Library at 

Edmond History Museum 

 

           EDMOND 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

   Officers 2025-2026 

Jan Beattie: President 

Iris May: 1st Vice President/Pro-

grams and Publicity Chairman  

Karen Blagg: Treasurer 

Sara Memmott: Past President, 

Museum Liaison/ Genealogical 

Library and Research Center 

Chairman and Recording/ Corre-

sponding Secretary 

Libby Holshouser: Hospitality 

Chairman 

Edie May Parmeter: Surnames 

Project Chairman and Member-

ship Committee 

Jay Cress: Webmaster  

Joyce Gendill:  Newsletter 

Chairman  

 

 

 

EGS BOARD MEMBERS 2025-2026 

Standing, left to right: Joyce Gendill,  

Karen Blagg, Jay Cress, Sara Memmott,  

Jan Beattie 

Seated, left to right:  Iris May, Edie May 

Parmeter, Libby Holshouser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

In case you missed our May meeting 

Route 66 – The First 100 Years 

Jim Ross and his wife Shellee Graham gave us a marvelous presentation about the 

history of Route 66, which goes through eight states and three time zones.   

Before the 1920’s many state highways had local names, such as The Sunrise 

Trail, Lincoln Highway, William Penn Highway, Yellowstone Trail, etc.  By 1925 

most of the dirt roads were poorly maintained, “in and out of ruts, swaying, 

pitching,..”  The Federal government wanted a new system of numbered 

highways, with east-west highways having even numbers, and north-south 

highways having odd numbers.  

On April 30, 1926 the committee officially named “Route 66,” from Chicago to 

Santa Monica, California.  It took eleven years before it was fully paved.  Gasoline 

stations, motels, garages, tourist courts, cafes, etc. began to pop up all along the 

route, including here in Edmond.  Neon signs became popular, drawing travelers 

to local businesses. 

Then in 1929 the Depression hit, followed quickly by the Dust Bowl, impacting 

millions of people. Thousands of people migrated from farms devastated by the 

Dust Bowl, going to California with the hope of jobs.  Early arrivals found 

employment, but later there were too many “Okies” and not enough jobs, and 

migrants were no longer welcomed.  In 1939 John Steinbeck wrote “The Grapes 

of Wrath,” highlighting the exodus along Route 66 and how badly migrants were 

treated in California.  

WWII revived the U.S. economy, and after the war car travel became very popular 

in an era of optimism.  Route 66 became busy again.  In 1946 Nat King Cole had a 

hugely popular recording of “Get Your Kicks on Route 66.”  From 1960 to 1964 

ABC had a hit television show called “Route 66,” about two handsome young men 

traveling cross country in a red & white Chevy Corvette. 

Unfortunately, when the Interstate Highway Act was passed in the1960’s much of 

Route 66 was bypassed, which caused some towns to stagnate and die.  In 1985 

Route 66 was removed from maps and road signs. But thanks to nostalgia, Route 

66 would  not die! 

In 1988 the first “Route 66 Association” was established in Seligman, Arizona and 

spread due to grass roots enthusiasm for the classic highway. Community leaders 

took note, and began restoring attractions along the route, including the Round 

Barn in Arcadia, Oklahoma. Preservation became popular! And in 2006 the 

Disney Pixar movie, “Cars” created another resurgance of interest in Route 66. 

Did you know?  In August 2008, for his 66th birthday, famous Beatles musician 

Paul McCartney drove the entire length of Route 66, at one point stopping near 

Arcadia, OK to ask directions. Thanks to our speaker Shellee Graham, a sign is 

now on display on that section of road, commemorating his visit!  

Jim Ross & Shellee Graham’s wonderful book, Route 66—The First 100 Years, 

is for sale on Amazon, and is also available at metro bookstores and libraries. It is 

full of interesting stories and amazing photos, some of which are included earlier 

in this newsletter. 

 

 

 



THE FOLLOWING IS THE SURNAME PROJECT FORM  

(See info on Page 3 of this newsletter).  Please fill out the form and return it to any board member at our 

meetings, or mail to:  EGS, c/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73034 

Edmond Genealogical Society 

SURNAME PROJECT 

 Date: _________________ 

   Name of Researcher: __________________________________________________________ 

    Email Address:  _________________________________   Phone # (optional)___________________ 

 

Name(s) you are researching 

(last name first) 

Location(s) (e.g. country, 

state, county, city) 

Comments (e.g. dates) 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Return to any EGS Board Member  or mail to:      EGS 

 c/o Edmond History Museum 

431 S. Boulevard  

Edmond, OK 73034 

   

   


