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REMEMBER TIME CHANGE FOR MEETINGS !
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! :

All EGS monthly meetings now begin at 2:00 pm, instead of 6:30 pm!
Meetings will still be the third Monday of each month, and the loca-
tion will remain the same: LDS Church at 15700 N. Pennsylvania I

in the northeast area near the gym
--------------------'

Monday, March16, 2026 Meeting
2:00 pm

This month we will have two great videos to explore. The first is “Good
Genealogists Don’t Guess: How to Evaluate a Record in 3 Simple Steps,”
presented by Kathryn Moore.

Have you ever found a record that seems to match your ancestor, but
something feels off? This class offers practical tools you can use
immediately to avoid common mistakes and strengthen your research.
You’ll learn three simple questions to confidently evaluate any record
before adding it to your family tree. We’ll walk through real examples
and show you how to easily include record evaluation into your research
process.

The second video, presented by Cathy Wallace, is entitled “Gravestone
Symbols from A to Z.” This great video will help you learn to “read” a
gravestone so you can discover your ancestors’ interests, religions, club
memberships, values and more. Enjoy gravestone photos from around
the world, hear fun stories, learn to use GPS technology to digitize
gravestone records, and get cemetery-based research tips to grow your
family tree.

NOTE: This month we will begin meeting in a larger room with a
big screen TV, making it easier for all of us to view genealogy video
presentations. Just go to our previous meeting room and EGS Board
Members will direct you to the new meeting location.

15700 N. Pennsylvania

EDMOND
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
MEETING LOCATION

EGS monthly meetings are
held at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, 15700 N. Pennsylvania,
unless otherwise announced.

Entrance is at BOTH the east and
south doors for all attendees. The
SOUTH door is handicapped acces-
sible, much easier for those of us
who have difficulty with stairs.

EGS meets on the third Monday
afternoon of each month, except
December.

Meetings begin at 2:00 pm and last
approximately one hour.

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED
IN FREE GENEALOGY
ASSISTANCE?

EGS Board Members are volunteer-
ing to stay an extra 30-60 minutes af-
ter each monthly meeting to offer
personalized help with YOUR
research. At our March meeting,
please let us know if this would be
of interest to you.
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Genealogy Tip of the Month
THE SIDEWAYS SEARCH METHOD THAT BREAKS BRICK WALLS

Credit: Ancestral Findings website

If your genealogy research feels stuck, the problem may not be missing records. It may be that you are asking the right
questions in the wrong direction. The Sideways Search Method is looking at the lives of people who lived alongside your
ancestors: siblings, spouses of siblings, neighbors, associates etc. to find information that may not appear in the ances-
tor’s own records.

Your ancestor may appear briefly in the records, sometimes only once every decade in a census. The people around them
may appear more often, across more record types and with more detail. Those repeated appearances provide context, and
context is often what turns fragments into a clear conclusion. Sideways research works because it does not depend on
your ancestor leaving a clean paper trail. Instead, it uses the reality that lives intersect. Even when an ancestor leaves
little behind, the people around them often leave much more.

A sibling who lived longer may appear in probate records decades later. A neighbor who owned land may show up in
deeds that mention your ancestor indirectly as an adjoining landowner. A child’s marriage record may list a witness
whose name reveals a connection you did not expect. When you study records as a group and pay attention to who ap-
pears alongside whom, patterns can emerge that a single record will never show you.

Example One: Identifying parents through a sibling

Consider a man born around 1810. Later census records place him in a county and list his age and birthplace. No record
names his parents. After searching for a birth record, marriage record or a probate record you come up empty. The direct
line feels exhausted.

Now shift focus to the surrounding households. A man of similar age with the same surname lives nearby in multiple cen-
suses. The nearby man later dies and leaves a probate file. The probate names heirs, including siblings. Among those
siblings is your ancestor. The parents are named in the probate.

Example Two: following neighbors to explain migration

An ancestor appears in one county in the 1830 census and then vanishes. Twenty years later a man of the same name and
age appears in a distant state. There is no direct record connecting the two. So, examine the surrounding households in
the original county. Several families appear repeatedly near your ancestor across census and tax lists. Around the same
time your ancestor disappears, those families disappear too. In the latter state, those same families appear again, settled
in the same township or district. Your ancestor appears among them.

Example Three: Witnesses as hidden family clues

Marriage records often include witnesses or bondsmen. When the same person appears repeatedly as a witness for mem-
bers of the same family, it is probably a relative, close friend or trusted associate. Tracing that person may reveal shared
parents, shared land ownership or a shared place of origin. It may even be a previously unidentified sibling or cousin
whose records are more complete than those of the ancestor you are researching.

WATCH ROOTSTECH SEMINARS FOR FREE!

WHAT IS ROOTSTECH? RootsTech welcomes millions of people worldwide to celebrate family at
the world’s largest family history conference and year-long learning platform.
With thousands of classes, inspiring speakers, meaningful activities, and joyful connections,
RootsTech brings the human family together like no other event.
RootsTech 2026 was held online and in-person a few weeks ago. Now, many of the
informative genealogy seminars are available, for FREE, online at:

www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/




UPCOMING PROGRAMS and EVENTS

March 18 OHCE Genealogy Group “And She Was One,” presented by Andrea Aven.
10:00 am Held at OSU Extension, 2500 NE 63" St., OKC For more info go to ohcegenealogy.com
April 2 Oklahoma Historical Society “20'" Anniversary Beck Design Architectural Tour of the Oklahoma History
5:30 pm - Center.” Held at Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC
7:00 pm For more information go to okhistory.org
April 6 Oklahoma Genealogical Society Calculating Familial Relationships” Presented by Glenn Clure Sr. Held
6:00 pm at the Musser Learning Center at Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC
To register or for more info go to okgensoc.org

RECURRING MEETINGS
Logan County Genealogical Society meets the 3rd Saturday at 1:00 pm at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum in Guthrie. For more
information visit; www.sites.rootsweb.com/~oklcgs/ or contact Nelda Brown at LCGS1419@gmail.com

The Central Oklahoma Chapter of AHSGR — American Historical Society of Germans from Russia has meetings on the 3rd
Sat. of each month. Visit www.ahsgr.org/?CentralOklahoma for more information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

WE NEED YOU! Have some fun in your spare time and volunteer at the
Edmond Genealogical Library! It is so easy! Just volunteer for three hours, one day a
week. Often it is very quiet and is the perfect time to work on your own genealogy!
Remember that the library has free access to Ancestry.com,

Fold3 and Newspapers.com!

Contact Sara Memmott at simemmott@gmail.com for information

HAVE YOU ADDED YOUR FAMILY NAMES 10 THE SURNAME PROJECT?

This project will help you and fellow members who may be researching the same family lines or have a research di-
lemma. This is your opportunity to pay it forward to everyone in our great genealogical society!

If you haven’t already done so, (or if you would like to add more of your family surnames), please fill out a sheet listing
the family surnames you are researching and their locations, dates and other pertinent information. Such as: “Jenkins in
Asheville, North Carolina in the 1800’s.” VOLUNTEERS ARE INDEXING THIS INFORMATION AND IT WILL

SOON BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE!!

A BLANK FORM IS INCLUDED AS THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.
Use as many sheets as you need. Please return them to any board member at our meetings, or mail to:

EGS, c/0 Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013




Genealogical Library at
Edmond History Museum

EGS BOARD MEMBERS 2025-2026
Standing, left to right: Joyce Gendill,
Karen Blagg, Jay Cress, Sara Memmott,
Jan Beattie

Seated, left to right: Iris May, Edie May
Parmeter, Libby Holshouser

T

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Officers 2025-2026

Jan Beattie: President

Iris May: 1st Vice President/Pro-
grams and Publicity Chairman

Karen Blagg: Treasurer

Sara Memmaott: Past President,
Museum Liaison/ Genealogical
Library and Research Center
Chairman and Recording/ Corre-
sponding Secretary

Libby Holshouser: Hospitality
Chairman

Edie May Parmeter: Surnames
Project Chairman and Member-
ship Committee

Jay Cress: Webmaster

(oyce Gendill: Newsletter J

In case you missed the February meeting
FIRST FAMILIES of the TWIN TERRITORIES
and THE SETTLERS & BUILDERS OF OKLAHOMA
Presented by LaNell Shores

First Families of the Twin Territories was founded to recognize, honor and
perpetuate the memory of early Pioneer and Indian families who were resi-
dents of Oklahoma or Indian Territory on or before the date of statehood.

On the morning of 16 November 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt signed
a proclamation declaring statehood for Oklahoma. A huge crowd at Guthrie
received a telegraphed message that the “Twin Territories” had been merged
to form the forty-sixth state. In a mock wedding ceremony, symbols of these
two diverse communities — a woman representing the Indian Territory, and a
man from Oklahoma Territory — were united in marriage. A new state had
entered the union after years of conflict between the Indian’s love of his
homeland and the forces of the westward frontier movement.

Eligibility:

If you can prove each generation of your lineage back to an individual who
settled in one of Oklahoma’s territories on or before 16 November 1907, you
are eligible for membership in First Families of the Twin Territories.

The Settlers and Builders of Oklahoma, under the jurisdiction of the Okla-
homa Genealogical Society, was founded to recognize, honor, and perpetuate
the memory of the residents that helped build the new State of Oklahoma
from statehood, 16 Nov 1907 through 31 Dec 1929. Note: Anyone that re-
sided in the Twin Territories prior to statehood is also eligible for the OGS
First Families of the Twin Territories Lifetime Membership. You can nomi-
nate anyone you believe should be honored for their contribution(s) to the set-
tling and/or building of Oklahoma. .

To apply for either (or both), go to okgensoc.org for more information.

CGenealogy is nol a service
lo the past generation,
il Iis a service lo
the coming qonerations
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE SURNAME PROJECT FORM

(See info on Page 2 of this newsletter). Please fill out the form and return it to any board member at our
meetings, or mail to: EGS, ¢/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73034

Edmond Genealogical Society
SURNAME PROJECT

Date:

Name of Researcher:

Email Address: Phone # (optional)

Name(s) you are researching | Location(s) (e.g. country, Comments (e.g. dates)
(last name first) state, county, city)

Return to any EGS Board Member | or mail to: EGS 431 S. Boulevard
¢/o Edmond History Museum Edmond, OK 73034




