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TIME CHANGE FOR MEETINGS I
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! !
Beginning this month all EGS monthly meetings I
will begin at 2:00 pm, instead of 6:30 pm!
Meetings will still be the third Monday of each month, and the loca- = 15700 N. Pennsylvania

tion will remain the same: LDS Church at 15700 N, Pennsylvania I

in the northeast meeting room EDMOND

| | I | I | I u | | I | I | I » GENEALOG'CAL SOCIETY

MEETING LOCATION
EGS monthly meetings are
held at the
Researching Databases Provided by the National Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Society, Daughters of the American Revolution and ey KA, LN LB A £
. . . . unless otherwise announced.
the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution

Monday, January 19, 2026 Meeting

Entrance is at BOTH the east and

Our program at 2:00 pm on January 19 will be how to use the online south doors for all attendees. The

databases at NSDAR and NSSAR. Genealogist Aimee Cross, via SOUTH door is handicapped acces-

Youtube.com, will provide expert information on how both societies sible, much easier for those of us

were structured and what genealogical tidbits you can find when who have difficulty with stairs.

researching. EGS meets on the third Monday

At the end of the viewing, EGS President Jan Beattie (who is a evening oi)each rlr)lonth, except
ecember.

Registrar for NSDAR) will answer questions and do sample searches
Meetings begin at 2:00 pm and last

approximately one hour.

on these two sites.

DO YOU SUFFER FROM ADGD?
Attention Deficit Genealogy Disorder
t’s where You start researching one ancestor, but get distracted by another ancestor’s record,
which causes you to bounce around to different ancestors, only to end up dolng a Lot of work
with very Little to show for it!



about:blank

Genealogy Tip of the Month

LOST MILITARY RECORDS AND WHAT CAN STILL BE FOUND

Credit: Sarah Cochran, DBA The Skeleton Whisperer
www.theskeletonwhisperer.com

Several months ago I attended a presentation at the Oklahoma History Center regarding lost military records. Another
EGS member, Glenn Clure, was in attendance also. The presentation was onscreen with an excellent speaker, Sarah
Cochran. Here is just a bit of the information she provided:

The Fire of 1973: In St. Louis, Missouri is the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), which is the central reposi-
tory of personnel-related records for both the military and civil services of the U.S. government. In July 1973 a four-day
long fire erupted at NPRC causing catastrophic loss of records, although a few records were saved.

Loss included: (basically most WWI, WWII, Korean and peace time service records for the following dates)
- Army: discharged between 1 November 1912 — 1 Jan. 1960: 80% loss
- Air Force: discharged between 25 September 1947 — 1 Jan. 1964: alphabetically after Hubbard, James E.: 75% loss

Survived:
- All branches before 1912
- Navy - Marines
- Coast Guard - Vietnam War Aug. 1964-1972

So, if your ancestor’s records were probably destroyed, now what?
You can submit a search request for surviving records by going online to download the form:

www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html

Print out the form, complete and mail it to the address on the form. This is a free search. You will receive notification of
findings by mail, which will either confirm the records did not survive the fire, or give you instructions for ordering cop-
ies or viewing surviving records.

If your ancestor applied for Veterans Administration benefits, it is possible that his application may have his military his-
tory, including battles, where he was injured, etc. Contact your local VA office to get started.

THE HANDOUT FROM THE PRESENTATION HAS MANY MORE SUGGESTIONS! IT IS AVAILABLE AT
THE EGS GENEALOGY LIBRARY LOCATED INSIDE THE EDMOND HISTORY MUSEUM!

GET TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW EGS MEMBER

DAVE SMITH was born in OKC. His family were members of the Christian Science Church
when he was little. After graduating from Southeast High School, Dave attended OSU Tech for
an Electronics Degree. He then worked 30 years at OG&E in the Engineering Department and
retired at age 50. After retiring he attended UCO for a History degree, just for fun!

Dave is widowed and has four children and two grandchildren. Almost five years ago, on an online dating site, he met
Karen Blagg (EGS Treasurer). They were both widowed and found they had lots in common, especially a love for travel-
ing! Together they have been to numerous places including California, Hawaii, Seattle, Vegas, Phoenix, Cancun, Cozu-
mel, New Orleans, Nashville, Orlando, Charleston and more!

Dave’s aunt was very interested in family history and instilled a love of that in Dave. One interesting thing Dave found is
that several generations of the men in his maternal line died young from a variety of bizarre ways!

In addition to genealogy, Dave enjoys collecting sundry items, including town-named bricks, milk bottles, old toy trucks,
trains, books, shells, elephants, fishing tackle, and more.


http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html

UPCOMING PROGRAMS and EVENTS

Jan. 21 OHCE Genealogy Group “Genealogy Serendipity” Held at OSU Extension, 2500 NE 63 St., OKC
10:00 am For more info go to ohcegenealogy.com

Feb. 2 Oklahoma Genealogical Society “Using the Newspaper Collection at the Oklahoma History Center”
6:00 pm - Presented by Sarah Biller. Held at the Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC

7:30 pm To register or for more info go to okgensoc.org

Jan. 24 Oklahoma Historical Society “Discover Your Roots with OETA: The American Revolution Genealogy
1:00 pm - Workshop” Includes box lunch. Held at the Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC
3:30 pm Advance registration required. For more information go to okhistory.org

RECURRING MEETINGS

Logan County Genealogical Society meets the 3rd Saturday at 1:00 pm at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum in Guthrie. For more

information visit; www.sites.rootsweb.com/~oklcgs/ or contact Nelda Brown at LCGS1419@gmail.com

The Central Oklahoma Chapter of AHSGR — American Historical Society of Germans from Russia has meetings on the 3rd
Sat. of each month. Visit www.ahsgr.org/?CentralOklahoma for more information.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

ArLMBY KEN BURNS, SARAH BOTSTEIN & DAVID SCHMIDT

OETAQ
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP

Oklahoma History Center | Saturday, Janu
1:00 pm to 3:30 pm

Box Lunch Provided | Registrati

Lunch Provided By In Partnership With
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HAVE YOU ADDED YOUR FAMILY NAMES 10 THE SURNAME PROJECT?

This project will help you and fellow members who may be researching the same family lines or have a research di-
lemma. This is your opportunity to pay it forward to everyone in our great genealogical society!

If you haven’t already done so, (or if you would like to add more of your family surnames), please fill out a sheet listing
the family surnames you are researching and their locations, dates and other pertinent information. Such as: “Jenkins in
Asheville, North Carolina in the 1800’s.” VOLUNTEERS ARE INDEXING THIS INFORMATION AND IT WILL
SOON BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE!!

A BLANK FORM IS INCLUDED AS THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.

Use as many sheets as you need. Please return them to any board member at our meetings, or mail to:

EGS, c/0 Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013




Genealogical Library at
Edmond History Museum

EGS BOARD MEMBERS 2024-2025
Standing, left to right: Joyce Gendill,
Karen Blagg, Jay Cress, Sara Memmott,
Jan Beattie

Seated, left to right: Iris May, Edie May
Parmeter, Libby Holshouser

)

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Officers 2024-2025

Jan Beattie: President

Iris May: 1st Vice President/Pro-
grams and Publicity Chairman

Karen Blagg: Treasurer

Sara Memmott: Past President,
Museum Liaison/ Genealogical
Library and Research Center
Chairman and Recording/ Corre-
sponding Secretary

Libby Holshouser: Hospitality
Chairman

Edie May Parmeter: Surnames
Project Chairman and Member-
ship Committee

Jay Cress: Webmaster

\Joyce Gendill: Newsletter /

In case you missed the November meeting

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS OF OUR ANCESTORS
Presented by EGS President Jan Beattie

There are thousands of variations of holiday traditions all over the world. The
way your family celebrates today may be related to how your ancestors cele-
brated. Here are a few of the countries of origin for many of our holiday cus-
toms.

ENGLAND: feasting, games and general revelry carried over to the New
World...except in Massachusetts! There the Puritans deemed Christmas cele-
brations as illegal. Fortunately, this ban was later repealed.

SCOTLAND: keeping a fire burning all through the season to keep away evil
spirits. Pantomimes are also a popular tradition.

NETHERLANDS: feasting, merriment, and Christmas stockings.

SWEDEN: elves were the ones who brought gifts at Christmas.

GERMANY: Outdoor Christmas trees decorated with fruit, candies, cookies,
etc. have been popular since the early 1400’s, nativity scenes, baking Xmas
cookies, mulled wine, decorative nutcrackers, gingerbread, advent calendars.
Krampus is believed to accompany St. Nick to punish naughty children.
FINLAND: shoes are left by the fireplace before bedtime hoping baby Jesus
will fill the shoes with gifts

RUSSIA: Communist regime banned Xmas from 1917 to 1991! Therefore, in
Russia the New Year’s Eve celebration is much bigger, when Grandfather
Frost brings gifts to children. Now white tablecloth symbolizes the swaddling
of baby Jesus; straw is spread on the table as a reminder that Jesus was born in
a stable.

FRANCE: any letter sent to Pere Noel (Father Christmas) receives a reply ---
itis a law! The response letters are written by postal workers each year. Na-
tivity scenes with a variety of animals are very popular. Christmas Markets
began in 1610! New Year’s cards are sent instead of Xmas cards.

IRELAND: having a candle in the window dates back to the 1500’s signaling
a secret (banned) religious ceremony was happening. Holly on the door is a
common decoration. Mistletoe is an ancient Celtic tradition (but not symboliz-
ing kissing).




THE FOLLOWING IS THE SURNAME PROJECT FORM

(See info on Page 3 of this newsletter). Please fill out the form and return it to any board member at our
meetings, or mail to: EGS, ¢/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73034

Edmond Genealogical Society
SURNAME PROJECT

Date:

Name of Researcher:

Email Address: Phone # (optional)

Name(s) you are researching | Location(s) (e.g. country, Comments (e.g. dates)
(last name first) state, county, city)

Return to any EGS Board Member | or mail to: EGS 431 S. Boulevard
¢/o Edmond History Museum Edmond, OK 73034




