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Monday, October 20, 2025 Meeting

Al and GENEALOGY RESEARCH SIMPLIFIED

Presented on Video by Professional Genealogist Lisa Lisson

At our October meeting we will learn how Artificial Intelligence (AI) can
be used in genealogy research. Two videos by Lisa Lisson will be shown.
“What AI Can & Can’t Do” will introduce us to different Al platforms
and describe what they can and can’t be used for genealogy. The second
video, “The Three Free Al Tools I Use for Genealogy Research,” will
delve into ChapTGPT, Gemini and Perplexity. We will see a demonstra-
tion of questions to ask, a variety of results, and ways to winnow down the
information to what we actually want to find. There will be time for ques-

tions and answers afterwards (answers hopefully given by those members

familiar with AI).

GET WELL WISHES

EGS Genealogy Library
Tuesday afternoon volun-
teer, Larry Miller, is under-
going cancer treatment. The

prognosis is good, but please
keep Larry in your
thoughts and prayers.
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EDMOND
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
MEETING LOCATION

EGS monthly meetings are
held at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, 15700 N. Pennsylvania,
unless otherwise announced.

Entrance is at BOTH the east and
south doors for all attendees. The
SOUTH door is handicapped acces-
sible, much easier for those of us
who have difficulty with stairs.

EGS meets on the third Monday
evening of each month, except
December.

Meetings begin at 6:30 pm and last
approximately one hour.

ANNUAL DUES

If you haven’t already paid your annual dues, please do so as soon as possible. Only paid members will
continue to receive the monthly newsletter and other notifications.

Still only $20 for individual or $30 for couple.

Your dues help cover the cost of monthly speakers, handouts, brochures, refreshments, etc.
You may pay at this month’s meeting or mail your check to
EGS, c/0 Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013



about:blank

Genealogy Tip of the Month

This “tip” was first presented in 2021, but since we now have several new members it is worth repeating.
This tip will enable you to search online documents MUCH faster and easier!

Ctrl F

If you are not using Ctrl F (or Command +F on a Mac) during your genealogy searches, you are really
missing out! This is the shortcut that allows you to quickly find words, names or phrases in online documents.
When you are searching a page or pages that have SO much text that it is difficult to find what you are looking
for, this makes it much easier. You can use it when browsing a website, a document and even a PDF form.
Unfortunately, it does not work on handwritten documents, such as census forms.

When you are ready to search through a document online, hold down the Ctrl key and F key at the same
time. A small window will pop up, usually in upper right hand of page. In that box type in the word, name or
phrase you are looking for. The box will then show you how many times that word or phrase is found in the
document, along with up and down arrows. You can hit those little arrows and it will automatically take you to
the highlighted word you are looking for. Hit the arrow again and it will take you to the next area in the
document where that word is found. AMAZING!!!

GET TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW EGS MEMBER

JoAnn Dudley was born in Shawnee, where she grew up on a farm with three older
brothers and one older sister. She milked cows before and after school, worked outside
hoeing peanuts, and at age 14 began driving the tractor to take care of the field work that
had to be done. She says that gave her a great gift: self-reliance.

JoAnn later attended both Oklahoma State University and University of Central Okla-
homa, with a double major in biology and chemistry. Her career led her to teaching at
Northwest Classen High School and Shawnee High School.

She met her husband on a blind date, and they had two daughters. Sadly, one daughter died in an auto accident

shortly before her scheduled OSU graduation. Her memory is honored with an annual scholarship in her
name at the OSU College of Business.

After JoAnn’s divorce she began accumulating mineral interests, mostly in Oklahoma, which led to an oil and
gas business that she has managed for the past 25 years --- she has never retired.

One summer JoAnn was scheduled to participate in an aerospace program, but due to a family issue she wasn’t
able to participate. As a diversion she decided to delve into genealogy, and has been hooked ever since.

In 2021, a week after her sister died, JoAnn had the “shock of her life”” when she found a notice on Newspa-
pers.com showing that her parents had another daughter that was kept secret. She has done an exhaustive
search of sources available, including DNA, but has come up empty. Her only living brother was as stunned
as she was, and the search continues to find this missing sister.

Be sure to say hello to JoAnn at our next meeting!




UPCOMING PROGRAMS and EVENTS

Oct. 22-25 Oklahoma Historical Society “Annual Research Center Book Sale” Held at the Oklahoma History

10am - Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr. For more information go to okhistory.org

4:45 pm

Nov. 3 Oklahoma Genealogical Society “Collections with Genealogical Records at the Oklahoma State

6:00 pm Archives,” Presented by Patricia Nunes. Held at the Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr.,
In person or via webinar. To register or for more info go to okgensoc.org

Nov. 15 OHCE Genealogy Group “Ancestry.com — It’s More Than the Tree,” Presented by Emily Hedinger.

10:00 am Held at OSU Extension, 2500 NE 63 St., OKC For more info go to ohcegenealogy.com

RECURRING MEETINGS

Logan County Genealogical Society meets the 3rd Saturday at 1:00 pm at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum in Guthrie. For more
information visit; www.sites.rootsweb.com/~oklegs/ or contact Nelda Brown at LCGS1419@gmail.com

The Central Oklahoma Chapter of AHSGR — American Historical Society of Germans from Russia has meetings on the 3rd
Sat. of each month. Visit www.ahsgr.org/?CentralOklahoma for more information.

WE NEED YOUR OPINION!
The LDS Church has extended our use of the meeting room at the current location only until July 2026.
Therefore, we are exploring other (free) venues for our meeting location.
If you have any ideas or suggestions, please email Jan Beattie at jankb80@sbcglobal.net

ALSO, we are considering changing the time of our monthly meetings to daytime, perhaps 2:00 or 3:00 in
the afternoon, instead of at night. Many of our members have difficulty driving after dark,
and feel a daytime meeting would bring back past members as well.

WHAT IS YOUR OPINION? WOULD AFTERNOON MEETINGS WORK FOR YOU?

Chat with any Board member at our evening meeting,
or send an email to Jan Beattie (jankb80@sbcglobal.net) and let her know.

THANKS!

HAVE YOU ADDED YOUR FAMILY NAMES 10 THE SURNAME PROJECT?

This project will help you and fellow members who may be researching the same family lines or have a research di-
lemma. This is your opportunity to pay it forward to everyone in our great genealogical society!

If you haven’t already done so, (or if you would like to add more of your family surnames), please fill out a sheet listing
the family surnames you are researching and their locations, dates and other pertinent information. Such as: “Jenkins in
Asheville, North Carolina in the 1800’s.” VOLUNTEERS ARE INDEXING THIS INFORMATION AND IT WILL
SOON BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE!!

A BLANK FORM IS INCLUDED AS THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.
Use as many sheets as you need. Please return them to any board member at our meetings, or mail to:

EGS, ¢/0 Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013




Genealogical Library at
Edmond History Museum

EGS BOARD MEMBERS 2024-2025
Standing, left to right: Joyce Gendill,
Karen Blagg, Jay Cress, Sara Memmott,
Jan Beattie

Seated, left to right: Iris May, Edie May
Parmeter, Libby Holshouser

(C owews )

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Officers 2024-2025

Jan Beattie: President

Iris May: 1st Vice President/Pro-
grams and Publicity Chairman

Karen Blagg: Treasurer

Sara Memmott: Past President,
Museum Liaison/ Genealogical
Library and Research Center
Chairman and Recording/ Corre-
sponding Secretary

Libby Holshouser: Hospitality
Chairman

Edie May Parmeter: Surnames
Project Chairman and Member-
ship Committee

Jay Cress: Webmaster

che Gendill: Newsletter /

In case you missed last month’s meeting
GRAVE DOWSING

& THE OKLAHOMA CEMETERY DIRECTORY PROJECT
Presented by EGS President Jan Beattie

One of the biggest frustrations in genealogy can be trying to locate the grave
site of ancestors, especially if the grave is unmarked or the headstone is lost.
For this reason, “grave dowsing” is an invaluable tool. No, it is not fantasy ---
it really works! In fact, dowsing has been around for at least 4,500 years! EGS
members Ricia Allen & Jerry Heppler accompanied Jan Beattie to a local cem-
etery, and they were amazed that they were able to do it too!

Jan showed us how to make our own dowsing rods using metal coat hangers.
Ricia Allen demonstrated the dowsing method using copper dowsing rods she
purchased on Amazon! For a full demonstration video go to YouTube and
search for “Grave Dowsing 101.”

Make Your Own Dowsing Rods Remember: practice
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of the buried remains!

The Oklahoma Cemetery Directory was begun in 2002 and taken over in 2004 by
the Oklahoma Home and Community Education (OHCE) Genealogy Group to assist
people in locating the cemeteries where their ancestors or family are buried. The Di-
rectory includes over 4,600 known cemeteries and single burials across the state of
Oklahoma. [t does NOT provide a list of persons buried in each cemetery. But it pro-
vides driving directions from a fixed point, GPS coordinates, the legal description —
township, range, and section, history of the cemetery (if known) and an overall view
of the cemetery or photo of the entrance (when available). It also contains a map of
each county showing where the cemeteries in that county are located.
For more info or to purchase, go online to www.ohcegenealogy.com.

IN HONOR OF DICK CYPHER

For many years Dick Cypher served as the

EGS Membership Chairman. When he
passed in 2022 the Board wanted to honor
his memory by purchasing a book on find-
ing French ancestors (which was a subject
close to Dick’s heart). It took us a while, but

we finally found two books to honor him. ,g,mw,,,
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They are now in the Genealogy Library in-
side the Edmond History Museum, availa-
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ble for all to use for European research. e



THE FOLLOWING IS THE SURNAME PROJECT FORM

(See info on Page 3 of this newsletter). Please fill out the form and return it to any board member at our
meetings, or mail to: EGS, ¢/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73034

Edmond Genealogical Society
SURNAME PROJECT

Date:

Name of Researcher:

Email Address: Phone # (optional)

Name(s) you are researching | Location(s) (e.g. country, Comments (e.g. dates)
(last name first) state, county, city)

Return to any EGS Board Member | or mail to: EGS 431 S. Boulevard
¢/o Edmond History Museum Edmond, OK 73034




