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GRAVE DOWSING &

THE OKLAHOMA CEMETERY DIRECTORY
Presented by EGS President Jan Beattie

Grave dowsing is the ability to identify unmarked graves and
even determine whether the interred are male or female, infant,
child or adult. Jan will give a program of instructions for grave dowsing, and
will show a demonstration video of the different techniques used in grave dows-
ing, in addition to how to make dowsing rods.

The Oklahoma Cemetery Directory is a publication with photos, driving direc-
tions, GPS coordinates and cemetery histories of almost 5,000 cemeteries across
the state. Jan will explain that family researchers who want to trace their family
trees and find where their Oklahoma family is buried now have the benefit of
tracking down even the most obscure cemetery, thanks to the endeavors of Okla-
homa Home and Community Education (OHCE) Genealogy Group in OKC (of
which Jan is also President). OHCE realized we were losing a lot of Oklahoma
history because there was simply no record of many of the small cemeteries and
single burial locations from all 77 counties across Oklahoma, and set out to rec-
tify this. They published the Oklahoma Cemetery Directory with almost 5,000
cemeteries and single burial locations to help people find the cemeteries of their
ancestors. It provides cemetery entrance or overview photos, driving directions
from a fixed point, legal descriptions and cemetery histories if they are known, as
well as any famous burials in the cemetery. Jan will have a few copies of the Ok-
lahoma Cemetery Directory on DVD for sale at the meeting.

Jan Beattie is a native of California, but came to Oklahoma more than 45 years ago
to attend college and never left. She is married with two children and two grand-
daughters, and retired from the medical field. Which now gives her time for her
genealogy hobby! She is involved with numerous genealogy and lineage-based so-
cieties and loves to share her knowledge.
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MEETING LOCATION

EGS monthly meetings are
held at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, 15700 N. Pennsylvania,
unless otherwise announced.

Entrance is at BOTH the east and
south doors for all attendees. The
SOUTH door is handicapped acces-
sible, much easier for those of us
who have difficulty with stairs.

EGS meets on the third Monday
evening of each month, except
December.

Meetings begin at 6:30 pm and last
approximately one hour.

DOO BEE DOO BEE DOO!

That’s right, folks! Your Edmond Genealogical Society annual dues are due each September.
Still only $20 for individual or $30 for couple.
Your dues help cover the cost of monthly speakers, handouts, brochures, refreshments, etc.
You may pay at this month’s meeting or mail your check to
EGS, ¢/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013
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Genealogy Tip of the Month
SHOULD I HIRE A PROFESSIONAL GENEALOGIST?

Credit: Billie Stone Fogerty

The television shows and commercials make it look SO easy to discover your family history. And yet, even
professional genealogists often hire other professional genealogists to do research in a different region or spe-
cialty. So, it is common that the dedicated family genealogist or long-time researcher may need to hire a profes-
sional genealogist at times.

Some common reasons for hiring a professional genealogist include:

You do not know what records exist to offer a solution to your problem
Do not have access to records in a particular locality

Cannot read the language in which the records are recorded

Need specific on-site research

Are not familiar with records pertaining to a particular ethnic group

¢ Do not have time to do the necessary research yourself

Professional genealogists often know where the answer to the question may be found, have subscriptions to
many databases, and have many contacts with other specialists in related fields.

Identifying the questions you want answered is the first step to finding the right professional genealogist. Tell-
ing a professional genealogist that you want “to find out everything about your family tree”” will not usually be
possible unless you have very deep pockets and many years to devote to the project. Therefore, narrow down
the focus as much as you can to achieve the best results.

Currently in the U.S. there are two independent organizations that grant certification or accreditation as a gene-
alogist, one large member organization of professional genealogists and one church sponsored university that
grants a bachelor’s degree in family history/genealogy:

Board for Certification of Genealogists: bcgcertification.org/directory

International Commission for Accreditation of Professional Genealogists: icapgen.org/professionals
Association of Professional Genealogists: apgen.org/directory

Brigham Young University (BYU) — no directory of graduates available

FEES: can range from $60 to $100 or more per hour.

Let’s say you are needing someone to do research in North Carolina. Look at the above directories to find pro-
fessional genealogists who specialize in that area. You may want to contact several before selecting the one
who best suits your needs. Be sure to ask about their specialties, access to records, length of time in business,
credentials, reviews from clients, fees, etc.

Also be sure to let the researcher know what you want and agree upon time limit, costs, the preferred manner of
reporting etc. Provide copies of everything you have already found to avoid paying for what you already have.
And if you have worked on a problem for 20 years, do not expect miracles from a pro!

PERSONAL NOTE (by Newsletter Chairman): Over the years I have hired two different professional genealo-
gists, to very limited success because I was not specific enough. I should have told them that I wanted “boots
on the ground” to go to local courthouses, etc. Instead, both professionals ONLY did online research and
found only what I had previously found. So, BE SPECIFIC when you communicate with them!




UPCOMING PROGRAMS and EVENTS

Sept. 13 Oklahoma Genealogical Society “OGS FALL SEMINAR” with Roots Tech speaker Kate Penney Howard.
10 am - Held at the Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi Dr., OKC $40 for members, $45 for non-members
3:45 pm In person or via webinar. To register or for more info go to okgensoc.org
Sept, 17 OHCE Genealogy Group “Family Search Al,” Presented by JoAnn Banse. Held at OSU Extension, 2500 NE
10:00 am 63 St., OKC For more info go to ohcegenealogy.com
Sept. 26 Oklahoma Historical Society “Tour of the Oklahoma State Capitol for OHS Members,” led by Trait
12 noon - Thompson. Held at Oklahoma State Capitol at 2300 N. Lincoln. OKC
1:00 pm Registration required at okhistory.org
RECURRING MEETINGS

Logan County Genealogical Society meets the 3rd Saturday at 1:00 pm at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum in Guthrie. For more
information visit; www.sites.rootsweb.com/~oklcgs/ or contact Nelda Brown at LCGS1419@gmail.com

The Central Oklahoma Chapter of AHSGR — American Historical Society of Germans from Russia has meetings on the 3rd
Sat. of each month. Visit www.ahsgr.org/?CentralOklahoma for more information.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

OHCE GENEALOGY GROUP FALL GENEALOGY WORKSHOP
October 4™,2025 9 am to 4 pm

Programs include:

*Getting started in Genealogy- It’s more than Ancestry.com *Determining Familial Relationships
*DNA -What is it and How Can it Work for You? *Using FamilySearch Al and Full-text Search
Plus representatives from libraries, archives and several genealogical and historical societies
DOOR PRIZES including an Ancestry.com DNA text, plus research aids, charts, and more!
COST IS $50 which includes lunch, handouts and all materials

Go to: ohcegenealogy.com for more information

HAVE YOU ADDED YOUR FAMILY NAMES T0 THE SURNAME PROJECT?

This project will help you and fellow members who may be researching the same family lines or have a research di-
lemma. This is your opportunity to pay it forward to everyone in our great genealogical society!

If you haven’t already done so, (or if you would like to add more of your family surnames), please fill out a sheet listing
the family surnames you are researching and their locations, dates and other pertinent information. Such as: “Jenkins in
Asheville, North Carolina in the 1800’s.” VOLUNTEERS ARE INDEXING THIS INFORMATION AND IT WILL
SOON BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE!!

A BLANK FORM IS INCLUDED AS THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.
Use as many sheets as you need. Please return them to any board member at our meetings, or mail to:

EGS, ¢/0 Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73013




Genealogical Library at
Edmond History Museum

EGS BOARD MEMBERS 2024-2025
Standing, left to right: Joyce Gendill,
Karen Blagg, Jay Cress, Sara Memmott,
Jan Beattie

Seated, left to right: Iris May, Edie May
Parmeter, Libby Holshouser
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GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Officers 2024-2025

Jan Beattie: President

Iris May: 1st Vice President/Pro-
grams and Publicity Chairman

Karen Blagg: Treasurer

Sara Memmott: Past President,
Museum Liaison/ Genealogical
Library and Research Center
Chairman and Recording/ Corre-
sponding Secretary

Libby Holshouser: Hospitality
Chairman

Edie May Parmeter: Surnames
Project Chairman and Member-
ship Committee

Jay Cress: Webmaster

\Joyce Gendill: Newsletter /

In case you missed last month’s meeting
FamilySearch.org Al
Presented by Sherrie Furber & Elisabeth Andersen

DID YOU KENOW?

The Church of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) established Family Search in the
1890’s to begin preserving records with microfilm and microfiche?

Today there are billions of digitized documents available for free online at
familysearch.org, and more are being added every month!

It is recommended, but not required, that you input your family tree. Then
when looking at an ancestor you can see who else has added or edited that
person, enabling you to contact and collaborate with others researching the
same ancestor(s).

Something new: familysearch.org now has “Full Text Search” using Artificial
Intelligence to “read” over one million documents that have not yet been dig-
itized, to help search for your ancestors.

Go to familysearch.org/labs and watch the tutorial first. Then when you
begin your search, if at first you don’t find what you want, rephrase your ques-
tion. Again, the tutorial will have great hints on the best way to search.

And you are welcome to go to the Family Search Center at the LDS Church
at 5020 NW 63 Street, OKC for in-person help. Hours are Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 10 am to 2 pm; Tuesday & Thursday evenings 6 pm to 9
pm; and the 1st & 3™ Saturdays each month from 10 am to 2 pm. No appoint-
ment is necessary, but you can call 405-473-7374 for more information.

‘ At our August meeting,

left to right:

Jan Beattie, EGS President

Sherrie Furber, LDS

Elisabeth Andersen, LDS Family
Search Coordinator

Darian Andersen, LDS

CONGRATULATIONS TO EGS MEMBER

O

JERRY HEPPLER!

At the recent Edmond History Museum Heritage
Awards Jerry was recognized for volunteering over
300 hours at the Museum front desk, as well as at
various other Museum activities. Way to go, Jerry!
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE SURNAME PROJECT FORM

(See info on Page 3 of this newsletter). Please fill out the form and return it to any board member at our
meetings, or mail to: EGS, ¢/o Edmond History Museum, 431 S. Boulevard, Edmond, OK 73034

Edmond Genealogical Society
SURNAME PROJECT

Date:

Name of Researcher:

Email Address: Phone # (optional)

Name(s) you are researching | Location(s) (e.g. country, Comments (e.g. dates)
(last name first) state, county, city)

Return to any EGS Board Member | or mail to: EGS 431 S. Boulevard
¢/o Edmond History Museum Edmond, OK 73034




